CARL  SCHURZ'S   POLITICAL  CAREER

In the reconstructed States of the South the favor of the ad-
ministration was used to support especially scandalous abuses.
At New Orleans, in connection with internal dissension in the
Republican party, the United States troops and a revenue
cutter were openly employed in promoting the fortunes of the
faction which enjoyed the favor of Casey, a brother-in-law of
Grant and collector of the port. In view of the policy of the
Ku Klux act it appeared to many anxious Republicans that a
purpose was afoot to carry the election of Grant in 1872 by
the setting up of military rule again in the South.

All these various conditions kept the spirit of watchful-
ness and intrigue active among public men during the recess
of Congress in 1871. Schurz remained in close touch with
those of a liberal trend of thought, and shaped the project of
thwarting the re-election of Grant. When the houses re-
assembled in December the two factions in the Senate were
eagerly and equally intent on opportunities for parliamentary
attack and partisan advantage. Early in the session Schurz
and Sumner found an opening through which to assail the ad-
ministration, as they had done before, for reckless conduct in
matters touching foreign nations. Information came to them
that during the Franco-Prussian War great quantities of arms
had been, sold to France under circumstances that suggested
jobbery and corruption in the War Department and out-
rageous disregard of the duties of a neutral. Schurz first as-
certained that the record of the State Department was entirely
blameless, and further that the German government would not
take advantage of any revelations to call the United States to
account. Having thus provided against any possibility of for-
eign complications, the attack was opened.

Sumner offered a resolution proposing an inquiry and
investigation concerning the sale of arms to France, and on
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